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- book, Questions that Mat- 
st by Ross and Hills, the 
told of three men who 
ipwrecked on a South Sea 
_ All possessions were lost in 
rt to save themselves. They 
ithout food, clothing or 
nent. As the exhausted sur- 
‘pulled themselves out of the 
ig waves on the beach, they 
for a few minutes to catch 
breath. Then they took stock 
situation. Beyond the beach 
ooded foothills and then a 

ing mountain. No one had 
s. Radio, compass, charts, 
lost. Food proved to be 
for tropical fruits abound- 


ere were they? This they 
o know most of all. Who 
them where they were? 
ie island inhabited? A plan 
rised to explore the island. 
m went one way on the 
nother took the opposite di- 
‘and the third climbed the 
mountain. After some hours, 
f human beings were dis- 
smoke rising from a hut 
ide. The islanders proved 
endly. In a few weeks they 
assage on a small boat. 
ay we are in a similar sit- 
We are all cast on the is- 
ed Earth. We did not choose 
orn. We did not ask to come 
t here we are. 


Blair, Nebraska, February 
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Is a Gigantic Puzzle 
.. . How do the pieces fit together? 


By T. Wayne Rieman 


For the past eighteen or twenty 
or thirty or fifty years we’ve been 
trying to find out where we are and 
what kind of a place this earth is. 
And sometimes it’s hard to - find 
someone who can help us find out 
where we are and still more difficult 
to get help to discover who we are. 


Parents once answered many of 
the questions we asked. 


Teachers have found some of the 
answers to life’s ultimate questions, 
but they too get lost sometimes. 


Traditional answers, customs, and 
habits give some guidance and pro- 
vide a certain security, but they are 
no match for the welter of new and 
confusing situations which life 
brings to all of us. 


Some people refuse to face the 
ultimate questions: Who am I? What 
is man? Why are we here? What 
kind of a world is this? Is there a 
God? If so, what is he doing now? 
What is the difference between 
right and wrong? Is there any 
meaning and purpose to this thing 
we call life or are we simply balls 
in a pinball machine jostled about 
by blind forces? Why is there evil? 
What is the nature of reality? Is 
there life after death? Why do peo- 
ple have to suffer? 

Any subject, when it pushes back 
and back, and deeper and deeper, 
comes face to face with at least 
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Even a grain of sand is full of mys- 
tery, for no one knows just what it 
is or all of its properties or why it 
behaves as it does. 


UU UIBRARY Os tenn ee 


some of these ultimate questions. 


History, mathematics, sociology, 
chemistry and. philosophy—all deal 
with at least some of these final 
questions. 


Many of us get so involved in 


little things that we never come face fe" 
to face with the big questions. Isn’t 


it a strange perversion of values 
that the $64,000 questions do not 
generally deal with ultimate ques- 


tions? Some try to avoid these ques- 
tions by rushing pell-mell into a Be 
mad, rat-race of activities and ac-  ~ 
quiring possessions. Many prefer 


this panting, feverish pace to the 


more studious life of reflection and ; ¥ 


the painful wrestling with the ulti- 


mate questions of life. 


A great multitude of people are — 8 
working at the business of trying to 4 


find answers to life. Scientists, art- 


ists, engineers, teachers, and theolo- __ 


gians are all working at the job. 
Colleges work at this task too. In- 
deed, that’s what their task is! The 
sciences try to understand the na- 


ture of the physical universe which 
is our present home. The social sci- 


ences seek the meaning of man’s 
behavorial patterns and customs. 


The humanities try to probe the 


meanings of man’s art, literature, 


philosophy, and religion. The prac- am 


tical arts provide technical compe- % 


tence to earn one’s daily bread. 


(Continued on page 13) 


4 ‘Humboldt, Iowa, Wesley M. Anderson, 
Pastor. At ‘the annual congregational 
_ business meeting held in January it 
as decided to redecorate the church 
nm the inside; and it was also decided 
to buy new pews for the church. 
These will be ready for installation 
; ime to be dedicated on Easter Sun- 
day. The altar, altar railing, and pul- 


> new pews. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Tellier, mem- 
rs of our church, are presenting a 
y baptismal font to the church in 
memory of their little daughter, who 
‘passed away last November. 

Sunday. teb. 3rd, 29 new members 
are received. Five were through 
lt confirmation, four were by bap- 


ged by letter of transfer. This is 


many years. 
an Sunday, Feb. 17th a veception 


Ch u poy 


Calif. 


Eefian. itinelatdentst ” These were 
1d Christ-filled messages and. all 
attended were deeply inspired. | 

ecause our Parish Hall was in ibe 
cess of being enlarged, our. fall 
arvest Festival was postponed until 
. 27. Over 100 members and friends 


en at this Ladies Aid sponsored 
‘fair was put into the fund the ladies 
e established to help furnish the 
1 terior of our new church. 


fi 7e-acre plot was purchased and paid 
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‘pit will be refinished to match the 


m (children), and twenty were re- 


m mbership on a ic sihele Sunday for 


eedley, Calif. Cys Ts Pond: pastor. 
. was a busy month for Ebenezer 


enh 


»- remember it during the 
months. It’s. our only college and we 


n et at 5 P.M. for supper and fellow- 
sh hip. The freewill offering that was. 


es land for our church site, a. 


Official Organ of the 

published 

by wlte oF oe ugg opening House, Blair, 
° ve, Business Manager. Subscription i 

All communications that concern the Editorial Departiea: eee ae 

Hverything pertaining to the Youth Departmen: 

ra te of $2.00 per year is offered Bible classes 


Department, news items and 

ag Fe eaten as tonne Nie’ 
or ong of the the church when ten 

The Ansgar Luther 

address, advertisements and all Caenivunicatinad rect taiee Soe P 


When CHANGE OF ADDRESS is desired give old a 
vunder Act of March 8, 1879, poate 


of H. C. Peterson, Sr., was buried 
from our church Feb.  5.. 
sympathy is extended to both of these 


families. 


WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

We have had two meetings dealing 
with the merger of the women of the 
ALC, ELC, and the UELC. 

On January 12th Dr. Dorothy Haas 
of the ALC WMF convened the meet- 
ing for the Planning Committee at the 
ELC Headquarters, Minneapolis. Mrs 


Cora Stavig, ELC - WMF; Miss Agha 
and Miss > 


Margaret Miller, UELC - WMS were 


Njaa, ELC - LDR Sec’y, 
present. They discussed and prepared 
an agenda for the Joint Executive 
Board meeting. “J 
This Joint Executive Board met at 
the Hamilton Hotel, Chicago, on Febru- 


‘ary lst and the entire day’s discussion — 


centered around the constitution. The 


liaison men from the Joint Union 


Committee were present: Dr. George 
Schultz, ALC; Dr. Alvin Rogness, ELC 


- and Pastor Lawrence Siersbeck, UELC. 
com-— 


The constitution committee. 
posed of Miss Arlette Peterson, ELC- 


“LDR; Mrs. Cora Stavig ELC - WMF; 


Mrs. L. L. Belk ALC - WMF and Mrs. 


. Lillie Rasmussen UELC - WMS will 
meet at Sioux ‘Falls, S. Dakota on 


February 15th. | 
On Saturday, March 23, 1957, the 


General Board of the ELC; the Execu-— 


tive Committee of the ALC and the 
Executive Board of the UELC will 
meet at Minneapolis, Minnesota for 
approval of the proposed constitution. 

Our Treasurer, Mrs. Madsen, reports 
appreciation for the contributions. The 
Dana Foundation quota is short. Let’s 
c oming 


should support it! 


Offerings for the “Silver Adtniver- 
sary” of our Synodical W.M.S. have 
_been steadily received. There is no’ 


deadline date and we'll welcome of- 
ferings through the spring months, too. 
With better than 10,000 members, 


can this special occasion offering be . 


the largest we have experienced dur- 


ing the twenty- five years? Let’s make 


it so for the extension of Christ’s work 
through our Educational Unit and 
Home Missions. How many thousands 


can we together offer unto the Lord? — 


ligious News Service, 


Business Department 


‘January 30th. 


Sincere . 


- tee, the Departmental Work Cog 


gram of parish education ca 


- cation of new curriculum t 


_ Board of Parish Education. — 


Much of our news is received from Re-. 


an 
Nebr. Bureau of the National Tatheram. Couey”, 


err eting $8.00 per year in advanee foreig 
to be review foe 

ise, Rie Hos! ould be sent to the 
or dates’ conta are sent to one 
ean be sent > Othe ( 
Il as new address, Entered as ‘second cass mation 


in Ever 


"Eleven | pendred ad 
_ Margaret Miller, WMS. 


Nebraska; mais our 
Parish. Education at the ©: 
meeting of the Joint Board - 
tee for the Long ‘Range is 
Parish Education at Colum 
Jan. 8-9: Four standing comm 
were appointed, —the Editorial 
Committee, the Field piles oy 


tee, and the Finance Commi 
Olsen was. appointed chai 
Departmental Work Commi 

Schedule for the long r 


development of educational o 
by age groups in 1957. Fur 
envision the development. 


in all the ‘cooperating. chur 
tional Lutheran Council Chu 
for a joint field program. 
- the program will be Dr. W. 
bert, a staff. member of et 


assisted part time by staff 
‘from the Boards of the aie 
.theran Church, Augustana Li 
Church, Evangelical ‘Luthe 
and United Ev. Lutheran | 
_ part time services of these 
bers will be worked out accc 
_the size of the churches narr 


Norwalk, Calif. Bids for 
congregation is only five ; 


has over 1,000 members. T 
liam iphsont is ‘Pastor Pe 


ener oee Visit. Program ha 
successfully completed. Mo: 


pee pledges and no 


plained! ‘The Chairman s 


remember that Chris‘ ti 


sah issn ee ay 
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BROTHERHOOD ETC. 


ood Week is observed in the United States 
A. We wonder how most of our local church 
ds or men’s groups are doing? It is our ob- 
‘that brotherhoods in the churches have a tough 
> leaders are discouraged and the attendance is 
good. The leaders are always thinking of what 
done to attract more men. 


der if this constant effort to find new things 
attract the men is not the basic cause why our 
ps are so weak. When the men of the church 
r, it seems to us that they have enough to 
1eir attention without looking for new things. 
rare men of the same church. They are in need 
ian fellowship, and they need to find expres- 
ir faith in some of the areas of Christian 
hese things are kept in mind, the men will 
ouraged, if they are few. They will take part 
ganization with a healthy spirit, and that will 
men. 


therhood week also makes us think of the 
brotherhood which is needed to solve the racial 
1 the nation. We have all been interested in 
nt reactions in the South the past year. One of 
in racial justice for the negroes is Pastor 
her King, Jr. a Baptist pastor in Montgomery, 
ummarizes the present situation on racial jus- 
article in the Christian Century, Feb. 6. The 
in the South is precipitated by two factors: 
ined resistance of the reactionary elements 
to the Supreme Court’s momentous decision 
ssregation in the public schools, and the 
e in the Negro’s evaluation of himself.” 


7 accepted injustice and exploitation. Those days 
he Negro is travelling more. He is no longer 
the plantation in the South. In spite of diffi- 


eepened as a results of his larger horizon. 
that the reactionaries face the new Negro. 
an has come so much to the front in the non- 
stance. ; 


ne lording it over them in Africa and Asia, 
groes are determined to win for themselves 
freedom and human dignity. 


year of violence and reactionaries in the 


ination to transmit convincingly the Word.” He said 


e are sure that the quest for freedom and - 


et 


DO WE NEED MORE VARIETY IN OUR SERVICES? 


We preach every Sunday in the church to which we 
are called to minister. Every now and then we get to 
think that we need some variety in our proclamation of 
the Gospel. But all too often we present it the same way 
as we did the Sunday before, and as we have always 
done. This is natural, because it is the easiest to do 
what we are used to doing. It is also rather delicate 
to make too many variations. The people in the church 
do prefer to hear the same truth in the same way and 
within the same frame. Yet it may be well to give this 
problem serious consideration. Unless people hear, they 
cannot believe, and therefore we must use every means __ 
possible to make them hear. Kaj Munk, the fearless 
martyr preacher in Denmark, may teach us a few things. — 
He never feared to try something new. Therefore he is 
so refreshing. Dr. David A. MaclIennan, a Presbyterian — 
pastor from Rochester, N. Y. recently spoke at Colum- 
bus, O., and said: | Li aM 


Ministers should take lessons from newspapers and mp 


television in preparing sermons, to save the living faith ie vi 
of the dead from becoming the dead faith of the living. ‘5 


} = 


Few congregations are sufficiently long-suffering to 
endure the leisurely, logical and comprehensive exposi- _ 
tion of religious themes allegedly enjoyed by earlier 
generations. i am 


Dr. MacLennan warned, however, that we must not 


iv 


dilute the content of the message entrusted to us. We — 


did not invent Biblical truth. fe 
He asked ministers to realize that many in their con- 9 
gregations are living in a lonely crowd . . . learning the 4 


ABC’s of (atomic) annihilation. 


Churches would be wise, Dr. MacLennan said, to use 
“the immense number of lay-ministers in every denom- 


juries discount professional witnesses but are impressed a 
by amateurs. Perhaps we should think of physicians. — 
They may use many different methods in the healing — 
art. Some they give shock treatment, some are put ona 
diet, some get blood transfusions, others get surgery, 
while others take pills. ae 


The pastor may well think of his task from the same _ 
point of view. Variety may cause people to think, and © 
that is so necessary in a day when so few like to think. — 
Most people want an easy way to everything. And ~ 
religion is not easy. The Spirit of God will lead the faith- — 
ful pastor, even when he looks for a new and original — 
way of presenting the old truth. a 

fi 


We have been thinking of this a long time, but these 
few lines by Religious News Service from Dr. Mac- 
Lennan give us a chance to say a few words about it.. 2 
Perhaps there are others who like to say something 
about it. Let us hear from you. 


ar 


But don’t overlook the paragraph about lay-ministers. 


4 me 
4 
‘ ha 
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CLERGY VISITS CALLED 
BENEFICIAL TO HEART 
PATIENTS 


Chicago — Comforting visits by 
a clergymen are beneficial to heart 
patients. 


ee That was the conclusion of heart 

specialists, psychiatrists and clergy- 
_ men at a seminar sponsored by the 
_ Chicago Heart Association in the 
‘ University of Chicago medical 
_ school. 


_ “We ministers have long wonder- 
ed whether we should step in im- 
mediately when a member of our 
Py ‘congregation suffers a heart attack,” 
_ said the Rev. Dr. Granger Westberg, 
_ professor of religion and health at 
__ the University of Chicago. 


_ “We have considered whether our 
Bpetesence at such a time would be 
_ the cause of additional shock. Doc- 
_tors tell us ‘no.’ 


_ 


oe fact,” the Augustana Luther- 
_an clergyman added, “the minister 
" becomes the most important person 
in the patient’s life at that particu- 
lar moment. 


3 “In times of crisis, people reach 
to deeper levels of their being. A 
% minister can reach to deeper levels 
R - of their being. A minister can reach 
_ him or her at a deeper level than 
_ ever before.” 


+4 

_ Dr. Hugh Dickinson, a U. of C. 
professor of psychiatry, noted that 
_ the whole element of emotional or 
_ spiritual life is inseparable from 
_ physical well-being. 


_ Emotional intake and output are 
% extremely important in the case of 
_ heart disease, he asserted. 


To alleviate anxiety, certain needs 
- must come from outside, among 
them rest, food, relaxation, assurance 
- and love, the psychiatrist said. 


“The heart action is increased 
i during anxiety,” he explained. “A 
_ heart that would normally pump 
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three quarts of blood in a given 
period increases its output to four 
quarts, causing strain. 


“Coronary patients tend to be 
hard-working, hard-driving persons. 
Invalidism threatens the ego con- 
cept of such people, and they often 
consider themselves cripples. 


“A minister can be of considerable 
help in this post-acute stage of heart 
disease. He can be a source of as- 
surance and comfort to the patient 
and members of the family.” 


DR. REINARTZ RE-ELECTED 
LUTHERAN COUNCIL HEAD ~ 
Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz of New 
York, secretary of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, was re- 
elected president of the National 
Lutheran Council at its 39th annual 
meeting at Atlantic City, N. J. 


Also re-elected were Dr. Norman 
A. Menter, Berkley, Mich., of the 
American Lutheran Church, vice- 
president; Dr. Raymond Olson, Min- 
neapolis, of the Evangelical Luther- 


-an Church, secretary, and Fred C. 


Eggerstedt, Richmond Hill, N. Y., 
treasurer. 


LUTHERAN WORLD 
FEDERATION HOUSING 
SUGGESTIONS 


We have received a list of sug- 
gestions for housing, which visitors 
to Minneapolis at Lutheran Assem- 
bly August 15-25, should note. 


1) Housing for delegates and of- 
ficial visitors is guaranteed and re- 
served by the Assembly office. 

2) Visitors to the Assembly are 
asked to make individual arrange- 
ments for housing. The following 
hotels and motels are listed by the 
Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce. 


Hotels 
Anthony 
806 Hennepin Avenue 
Camfield 


812 Marquette Avenue 


a | beter i Sour’, 
ye A ee ee 
< py hee” 
’ # 


Calhoun Beach 
2730 West Lake Street 


Continental 
68 South 12th Street 


Hampshire Arms 
900 4th Avenue South — 


Harmon 
22 South 10th Street 


Hastings 
32 North 12th Street 


Mark Twain | 
1030 2nd Avenue South 


Maryland 

1346 LaSalle Avenue 
Minnesotan 

125 Washington Avenue 
Nicollet _ 
Nicollet & Washington 


Oak Grove 
230 Oak Grove Avenue 


Park Plaza 
1700 Hennepin Avenue 


Parkway 

1501 LaSalle Avenue 
Radisson 

45 South 7th Street 


Roosevelt 
1222 LaSalle Avenue 


Motels 
Aqua City * 
5739 Lyndale Avantes Ss. 
Boulevard 
5637 Lyndale Avenue S. " 
Camden “a 
4651 Lyndale Avenue N. 
Cloverleaf 


7700 SEN: Avenue s. 


Cross Keys 
5812 Lyndale Avenue sa 


Hi-Lo Park 
938 37th Avenue N.E. 3 
Holiday Motor Hotel 
812 N. Lilac Drive) 
Lakeland Motor Hotel 
4025 Highway 7 
Tallmadge oe 
1217 exe Avenue 


et cut ae 
"a> 


, 
| 


eo SS ae 


: 4th Street 
rtland Avenue 


<4 


4 Motor Court 


watha Avenue 
es 
op Motor Court 


yndale Avenue S. 
ikeland Avenue 


r 78th Street 
e Motor Hotel 


following hotels, also listed 


ce Office, have reserved 
sctions of rooms for delegates 
ficial visitors; therefore, they 
accommodate a large num- 


street & 3d Avenue S. + 


> 
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Claude 
455 St. Peter Street 


Frederic 
45 East 5th Street 


Lowry 
339 Wabasha Street 


Ryan 

402 Robert Street 

Saint Paul 

363 St. Peter Street 
Motels 


Edgewater 
Routes 61 & 100 


Gopher State 
2505 Hudson Road 
(Rt. 12 E. of St. Paul ) 


Lake & Pines 
1801 Hudson Road 


Michael’s 
Route 12 


Northernaire 


_ 2441 U. S. Highway No. 61 


Paul Bunyan 
2965 North Snelling 


Sky Blue Waters 
1716 Hudson Road 


COLLEGE CHOIR 
TO ICELAND 


After a full year of planning and 
negotiations with high government 
officials, St. Olaf College President 
Dr. Clemens M. Granskou _ this 
week announced details on a Spring 
trip to Iceland by the St. Olaf Lu- 
theran Choir. 


The entire 60-voice choir will fly 
to Iceland over Easter vacation and 
assume the familiar role of Amer- 
ica’s musical ambassadors that has 


won them world fame in recent 
years. 
Through unlimited co-operation 


from the U. S. Air Force the choir 
and their director Olaf Christian- 
sen will board a plane in Minne- 
apolis on April 17 under the spon- 
sorship of Military Air Transport 
Service. On the east coast, they 
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change to an Air Force plane bound 
direct for Iceland, 


Once arrived, they’ll be based at 
a hotel in southern Iceland and 
dispatched by bus to concert sites 
around the countryside. 


Many details of the choir’s ap- 
pearances in Iceland are not yet 
mapped out completely, and these 


plans are being handled by the State 


Church of Iceland. One church of- 
ficial who has been corresponding 
frequently with St. Olaf college a- 
bout these plans is the Rev. Jon 
Thorvvardson, a board member of 
the state church. 


Altogether, letters and overseas _ 


cables have been exchanged be- 
tween the far northern country and 


St. Olaf college over a year now 
as officials on both sides set up a 
program of activities for the choir. 


They hope to include the interna- 


tionally-known choral group in sev- ai 


eral Easter church services and eve- 


nings these churches will host the ‘ ; 


choir at full dress concerts. 
Music for the Iceland tour, Di- 


rector Olaf Christiansen says, will a 
be drawn from the same program 
which his group is perfecting for a _ 


tour to the West coast during most 


of February. Of course, he added, _ 
the closing number for concerts in 


this country or abroad will be the 


same arrangement | 
Savior” that has become a_ choir 
tradition. 


This arrangement by the choir’s q 
founder, F. Melius Christiansen, has 


been used as a closing selection in 
hundreds of concerts since 1915. 


The immediate program for the Se 


choir, however, is a singing tour of 


24 western cities. They begin at Des — 


Moines, Iowa on February 1 and 
then stem westward to the Pacific 
coast. 


After an almost nightly series of 


concerts, the tour closes with a wel- 
come home appearance at St. Olaf 
college, February 24. 
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Some Hells I’ve Known 


I think we all aes built little hells for ourselves, and 
_ know their torture. I’ve just read the touching story 
of the unknown woman who recently went into Efird’s 
Bi Blepariment store in a North Carolina town, and asked 
k _ to see the manager privately. She said to him, “Years 
ago when a girl, I shoplifted from this store. I’m mar- 
_ ried now and have a family, and I must clear my 
conscience. I made a note of the prices of the articles 
took. The amount was $29.79. My husband told 
‘me to forget it. But my conscience won't forget it. 
_ I want to pay at.” 
He offered to cancel it. 
conscience won’t cancel it; I must pay it.” 
. did, to the last cent. 
I know the wisdom of it from experience. One sum- 
mer in my college days I sold things. Once I sold a 
‘woman a stereoscope with one lens split, not having a 
¥ perfect one. 
would see it. But she didn’t. Of course I should have 
"pointed it out, for I wasn’t sure it was usable. At the 
moment I didn’t see it was dishonorable. I regretted 
it at once, but it seemed a trifle and I let it pass. 
_ That was 60 years ago. All this time it has been 
a poisoned memory. Thousands of times, I judge, it 
has come to mind to plague me with shame and remorse. 
Doubtless it has lingered in my subconscious as part 
ol the complex of causes that often has brought me 
inner distraction, frustration, and a feeling of inferiority. 
- And all this misery it has caused me for 60 years could 
_have been avoided by even a letter offering to make 
good the wrong of a few dimes. 
_ Another incident, also about 60 years ago, a smaller 
vatter than the other, haunted me increasingly for 40 
a years. It was hardly a sin, but only a failure to be 
aly and fine. But as my ideals grew finer and 
n my conscience more exacting, the thing grew uglier 
and. uglier till it became a torture—through the 40 years. 
Then I wrote a letter to apologize and to make the 
an rong right, if possible. A generous reply came, and 
_ only then did the 40 years of torture end. Pity it wasn’t 


_ sooner. 


She said recolutely, “My 
And she 


My Worst Hell 

_ Ten years ago, in a tense moment, I built for myself 
. what I think was the worst hell I’ve known in my life- 
time. And I’ve just recently climbed out of it. It’s a 
Stren ge story. 

‘ I had conceived what I believe and still believe was 
& - potentially a great project by which our men’s Bible 
class, under the shadow of the greatest Baptist college 
in the state, might become a model class to improve 
' the Bible teaching of the entire state. I talked to our 
able, admirable teacher, and he agreed the plan had 
possibilities. I dared to ask him if he would allow me 
4 15 minutes the following Sunday morning to present 
_ the matter to the class, he in no way responsible for 
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I offered it at half price, thinking she 
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what I said. He agreed. 
I looked forward to that little pecennt 
concern and hope. I was so sure of my pr 
invited the college president, the pastor, 
notables to be present to appraise its merits. 
years as pastor of rather prominent churches, 
if I had ever looked forward to an address wit 
expectation and hope. I sat tense, with a sen: 
tiny impending, awaiting my turn. j 
Some days had elapsed, and I hadn’t me enti y 
matter again to the teacher, and the arrangeni 
slipped his memory. He used all the time, and I. 
nonplused. ee 
I felt bound to explain the situation to the 
invited. I got up tense and excited to th 
I lost my usual poise, and said some nonsen: 
incidentally reflecting on the teacher. I then 
ly ashamed and .chagrined. That night I lost 
it. I told the teacher of my chagrin. Ad 
that he was, he assured me it was a trifl 
worry. And in retrospect it seemed to me 
those incidents that are bound to come now 
the common lot of mortals, and was aD a 
remember and worry about. Surely it would Ic 
But I couldn’t forget that by losing m 
my tongue and saying random things I had d 
image of God in me—and before a great cla SS. . 
I couldn’t see it as a thing to confess and apolc 
But, as time passed, I found the memory st 
me—and year after year. - 
Ten years passed, and still it haunted me. 
that time I had read many books on psych: 
it the most important truth I learned from | 
that it is harmful, even dangerous, to b 
guilt feeling, or anything that may become 
brooding. Only facing up to the matter will 
of release. It is the sense that one has 
thing, and now God and men understand, 
restore one to confidence and favor, = — 
Clearly I should have done that promptl; 
class that had seen me lose my head 
me speak random words. That I did jus 
days ago—after ten years of torture. Ther 
Meanwhile I had written at length and wa 
world the gist of what I had Mite t 


ten years before. 
A Needed Leeson 
Our sins and follies don’t just fade o 
The heart of our religion, indeed, is 
out for the offender is through oe 
and making wrongs right. _ eae 2 
I’ve had my hells and know the “way 
others out of painful experience to aks 
it is God’s way to escape the hells we 
selves in this life, and the bale to come 


ee 
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The Third Assembly 
of the Lutheran World Federation 


August 15-25, 1957 


g Planned Loar ? | Rie + Here’s how to get tickets ... 


rma. reception for delegates ane optical; visitors — _ Plenary tickets are now available. Those of you w: 
State Capitol Building, to be held on a 15, ah to attend the nine Plenary Sessions during the 
e Opening Service. - Assembly are requested to write ELC headquarter: 

ning Public Events an da Final Rally Thane: ordering tickets. The charge will be $1.00 per session. 
ae In the event you cannot attend all nine sessions, plez 
specify the days you plan to be present and the numb 
of tickets you want. 


Each day during the Plenary, which is the busine Ss 
session of the Assembly, a lecture on a sub-topic of 
the theme, “Christ Frees and Unites,” will be presentec 
‘by one of Lutheranism’s leading spokesmen. A bried 

~~ period of discussion by the delegates and official visito rs 

will follow. Any action or drafting of resolutions will 
also take place during this period. Here is your cpps 

. tunity to see the working Assembly. 


Advice: Get your order in early! 


“That all may slee well” 
y to fifty Bousiad eee visitors to the ATS ig lat Aree te es es, 
on August 25. It is expected to be the “A man doesn’t sleep well standing up,” the urgent 
ering of Lutheran people ever held in Ameri- 


5 sare, under way. ‘to schedule special buses and Gern 
om. Cities residents next spring. Homes, as well as mote 


and hotels, will be used to accommodate visitors during 

the Assembly. The Visitors’ Housing Committee will 
work through the Minneapolis and St. Paul Luther. 

Councils in canvassing all Lutheran congregations t 


secure comfortable accommodations for everyone. 
ee Fae taid). the eetardae morn- . | ke 
Session qd, 000 oe will Re available for Persons planning to attend the Assembly are urged 
Nz to make housing arrangements privately with relatives 
t or friends. If this is impossible, requests for housing 
information should be sent to the committee at the 


Minneapolis Assembly office. ines 
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The sad eyed young woman look- 
ed at the water, motionless, unhear- 
‘ing, unseeing. She seemed scarcely 
_ aware of the brilliant blue sunshine, 
or the loud honking of the water 
a _ fowl making the lake their tempo- 
_ rary stopping place. If she was a- 
ware of her companion on the park 
4 BE isnch, she gave no indication of it. 
_ The quiet beauty of the autumn af- 
_ ternoon seemed to bring her no joy, 
no quietness of heart. So deep was 
3 her reverie that she was startled at 
the voice of the stranger at her side. 
__, “Pretty, aren’t they?” 

_ “I beg your pardon. What did you 
say?” 

 “T said they were pretty. I like to 
- come here and watch them. They do 
y So well the thing for which they 


'\ were made.” 
v 


She was diverted now. Her in- 
ere drawn from the water, she 
turned to look at the newcomer. 
| What ‘she saw was a woman, no 
~ longer young, neatly dressed. Noth- 
ing outstanding, except her eyes. 
They were happy, almost merry. A 
_ faint smile curved her lips. 

a 


. 
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COLUMBIA TO STUDY 


q Woman At The Well 


By Eileen Jorgensen 


raat 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


“What do you mean?” 

“Because I said they do that for 
which God made them? I mean 
merely that God ordained them to 
swim and fly, to mate and live and 
die.” 

The sad look returned to the 
younger woman’s face. Her voice 
was a trifle hard as she said, “Well, 
isn’t that all there is to life?” 

“No, my dear, there’s more to life 
than that. Once I thought that, too, 
but then one day I met Jesus Christ. 
I was at the village well, drawing 
water. It was noon. He was weary 
and asked for water. That surprised 
me, for Jews had no dealings with 
Samaritans.” 


The young woman was listening 
intently. 

“Jesus talked to me of thirst and 
the living water. He told me if I 
would drink of that water I would 
never thirst again. It was wonder- 
ful to hear Him. I knew that was 
what I was seeking. I was longing 
for a better life like a thirsty man 
longs for water.” 


Her companion ; 
“That’s all right for you. E 
for me. I’ve never been ii 


“Oh, but my dear, I was. 
great sinner. I had done ma 
ed things—and Jesus knew? 
told me about them. He shoy 
that my greatest sin was t. 
unbelief. But He showed 3 


gave me a new ‘life.” 


The moments seemed to fly: 


ing for satisfaction in life a 
woman who had found it at 
lage well. Presently they ar 
walked slowly toward the pz 
“Our church is right over 
gestured the Woman at th 
“T do want you to come Ay 
other Christians. It’s such al 
tell others about Jesus. wi 
I met Him I could hardly v 
tell the people in the villag: 
tor Noah is like that. ’m su 
will love him. And the ladies: 
Mission Society will give yout 
welcome. Now that I know y 
dress I will stop for you, t 
afternoon.” 


\ 


tists, the journalists, the businessmen, the lawye 
the last who should be first, the philosopher 
should the council not include a sociologist, s 
concerned with social consequences? And y 
bring in a theologian, since the issues of ultimatd e 
are involved? But anyway a beginning has hb 
in the right direction, and we are about ie 
what should have started before Oak Ridge 
Alamos was ever conceived. “What we ar 
do,” says Philip C. Jessup, professor of in 
law and diplomacy and the other cochairr 
project, “is to study this atomic age like | 
diamond cutters that we read about. We wi 
problems for a time to decide how to break 
into pieces that can be handled.” Spoken | 

fessor! But somebody should whisper that it is 1 
problems but ourselves that may ie broken in — 


ATOMIC AGE ISSUES 


s 


Slowly, like an iceberg rolling over in the sea, univer- 
_ sity education has begun to readjust its center of gravity 
to the atomic age. Columbia University has just an- 
nounced the establishment of a special faculty council to 
_ study the new problems of this age. “Never before has 
_ the world faced a situation in which a new source of 
_ energy appeared so suddenly” said I. I. Rabi, professor 
of physics and cochairman of the new council. “The 
social consequences are overwhelming. Previous de- 
_velopments have come rather slowly. But atomic energy 
looms larger and larger on the scene now.” It would 
- be unfair to observe that the universities seem to be 
about the last people in the country to discover that 
this is true, since the atomic age began for many of 
EY them more than fifteen years ago. The fact is that it be- 
_ gan for the physicists, the chemists and the engineers 
and, when they had done their work, for the physicians. 
But now Columbia is adding to these the political scien- 


AT DO FRENCH TEEN-AGERS 1 READ? 
By Pierre Riondelet 


_(WAP)—The problem of suitable reading ma- 
tor teen-agers has become so acute in recent 
Ss, that a body of educators known as the “Ligue 

seignement” (League for Education) has estab- 


Be ket offers oe nothing of interest to 
mts in the span between children’s books and 
aterial. 

Ligue” has just completed a survey to find out 
tually are the tastes, interests and aspirations 
; and girls between the ages of 15 and 18, and 
show that films have a decisive influence upon 
ading choice, hence the new vogue for the works 
e Zola and Stendhal, because of recent major 
wn from these classics of French literature. 

s of the study also indicate that teen-age de- 
fall into three categories in the following order 
cedence: novels with social significance (Steinbeck 
ivorite); tales of heroism and adventure, such as 
ki and Anapurna; love stories which fully de- 

is theme showing its impact upon the present 

future happiness of young men and women and 


t is practically devoid of books in this last cate- 
and works such as have come from the felicitous 
of | America’ s Gladys Denny Schultz would have a 


BOOK REVIEWS 
le and the Human Quest 


| ernon Odell Steele, Philosophical Library, 240 
3.1. 


book is somewhat disappointing as you start to 
q But gradually it grows on you, because it brings 
nmber of new insights to bear on our thinking. We 
rry that The Ansgar Lutheran has no space for 
y reviews, but the book is rewarding. 


_ 


: Families Through the Church 
J by Oscar E. Feucht, Concordia Publ. House, 344 


3 2 has 27 chapters divided into five parts. The 
ian Family; the American Family in Need; the 
+h and Family Guidance; Family Counseling; Help- 


lies. 
; Christian will find this book a great help. It 
es on almost every problem in the modern family. 
ons for discussion are appended at the end of 
capter. Each chapter is written in clear and simple 


, Be, so that anyone may be able to read it. —J.M.J. 


THE WEEK AT DANA i 


your midcontinent college a 


AUTHOR AND PROFESSOR IS SPIRITUAL 
EMPHASIS SPEAKER 


A dynamic presenta- 
tion of the theme “The 
Gospel in Your Life” — 
highlighted Spiritual «© 
Emphasis Days on the ~ 
campus February 2 
through 4. Beginning — 
with Sunday services at 
First Lutheran Church 
in Blair and continuing 
with morning and eve- _ 
ning services in Pioneer 
Memorial Chapel, Dr. — 
William E. Hulme, au- 
thor and professor of 
pastoral theology and — 
pastoral counseling at 
Wartburg Semi- 
Dr Willa E. Hulme | 027): Dubuque; Ieee 

cussed six phases of — 
this topic. He also met and talked with individual stu- — 
dents and was a guest lecturer in several classes. 


As a counselor of young people, Dr. Hulme has_ ‘ 
made noteworthy contributions in both religious and — 
educational fields. He received his Bachelor of Science 
and Bachelor of Divinity degrees from Capital Uni- — 
versity in Columbus, Ohio, and his PhD from Boston 
University. He served as chaplain at Wartburg College, 
where he also set up a student counseling program. 


Dr. Hulme has written several books on the subject * 
of counseling: Face Your Life With Confidence, How to — 
Start Counseling, and Counseling and Theology. He has I's 
held his present position at Wartburg Seminary since — 
1955. 
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_ Born in America, yet... 


| Wasa Heathen 
By Dorothy C. Haskin 


"Though I grew up in the United States, I was much 
heathen as any savage in darkest Africa. My mother’s 
parents had been Protestant and, after an unsuccessful 
marriage, she was attracted by the promises of the cults 
4 which flourish in so-called Christian America. 


Be 


My earliest religious memory is walking down the 
street, when I was about eight years old, repeating the 

“Scientific Statement of Being.” When other children 
x were learning the Lord’s prayer and the twenty-third 
Psalm, I was taught, “There is no life, truth, intelligence, 
nor substance in matter. All is infinite Mind and its 
manifestations, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is the real 
a nd eternal, matter is the unreal and temporal. Spirit 
‘is God and man, is His image and likeness, therefore 
o nan is not material he is spiritual” (Science and Health 
witl 1 key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Hy Beldy, page 


h I “pees these sentences because I was afraid of 

in Magnetism. Mother sent me to the Christian 
Science Sunday School and though the teachers taught 
the he nothingness of matter, they also taught that it could 
hurt me unless I repeated the Scientific Statement of: 
Being often enough. I used to walk down the street, 
repeating it over and over so no automobile or disease 
germ. could hurt me. I was taught to trust the repeating 
of it the same as a savage chants a meaningless phrase 
over and over again to ward off evil spirits. 


7 theosophy, to Numerology to Astrology, with a dash 
° of Panis, Reincarnation and finally Spiritualism. 


i a Unity she was hopeful for awhile, but she soon 
‘ und it to be merely a modified form of Christian Sci- 
ence. It didn’t bring her health, peace and prosperity 
promised. 


n any years, making her a morbid, brooding, unhappy 


dl ate teens a depressed, fear-bound girl. 


a ‘Numerology laid all our unhappiness to the fact that 
we were both incorrectly named. She changed both our 
first names which caused confusion for many years. 
Numerology changed our names, but not our lives or our 
“hearts. 


ey Palmistry proved to be a fatalistic method of fortune 
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telling and while it een my young ‘mind, | 


their meaning. If she had dreamed ‘somethin i 


‘come back for it, I had to go through th 


_Mother went from Christian Science to Unity, to 


i, Buctcooky and related metaphysics absorbed her for 


man. I reflected her state of mind, becoming in my 


y s ¥ 4 a 4 
i ale hiet) eal , , {- » Sey Ty at a: 
Sa OP er Le Mae Ot ay eee eT Le anes eee ee ae ror matte 
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ed no real help. After buying and study eee sy 


on Palmistry we gave it up. an 


I think Astrology was the worst. For years 
lived by her chart. If the day were an ill-om n 
on the chart, she would not even use the tele 
bake a cake. She would remain in bed writi 
or reading more metaphysics. We would kee 
dark, and I usually read a dramatic novel, 
her beliefs overshadowed my life, making it.a dad 
mystic thing, I was too young to spend the d lay 
gling through the mental calisthentics of these 1 tL 

If the day were not bad because of the : stro 
was bad because of her dreams. She lived v 
book by her bedside. Before breakfast she t 


lived in dread until we received evil tid 
dreamed of someone dead, she expected to he: 
the living and we watched for the mosilinasy S 
only one dream that brought. good | luck. 
I was when she occasionally dreamed. that! | 
_ Every detail of my life was bound by s 
If I forgot something when I left the house a 


walking around a chair three times and sitt 
three chairs for three minutes each to break 
so I would not hhave the bad luck. What ho 
I was taught was in reality a series of good. 
no shoes on a shelf higher than one’s head, rt 
open in the house, no hat on the bed and a on. £ 
long my actions were checked by the luck | they 


Mother’ s one ‘ign of good luck was when he 
itched. It meant we would receive ‘money. : 
would get work, or she would, or we would 2 
some of the ever over-due alimiane I ‘used t 
would be really grown up when my own | 
itch and I could foretell good luck. i waite ; 


Mother told. me that the Bower; cet not 
until her death. At 
Spiritualism was mother’s last cule Th . 
mother and I went to a Reta neeae ‘the : 


We cused +6: go to thie heding hy aie ‘ the 
the cellar, and with others, sit around ; at 
my ae favorite 2 bye e | 


Piraer 
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ng ago that all seems! After vainly searching, 
ing their false claims without results, when forty- 
, mother in desperation shot herself. The shock 
r death sent me searching. I paid a Christian Sci- 
‘practitioner to tell me that my mother had be- 
cet of the Infinite. I paid a spiritualist medium 
| me mother would wander in outer darkness until 
ne came when she would have died naturally. A 


© priest suggested that I pray her out of purga- 


ly, weary, I telephoned a nearby church and, un- 
3 to hear the minister preach, I asked if they had 
ek-day Bible class. They had. I attended it, and 
surprised to learn that just because one is born 
s not a child of God. But, “As many as received 
io them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
i to them that believe on his name” (John 1:12). 


a 


y next question was, “Believe what?” 

t, “All have sinned and come short of the glory 
1” (Rom. 3:23), 

was not hard to search my Tat and find sin there, 
wh at should I do with it? 

und the answer in “That if thou shalt confess with 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
t that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
be saved” (Romans 10:9). 


, in Christ I was saved, not only from sin, but in 
-I found the answer to all my fears and questions. 
was the fall of 1932 when I said “I believe” and 
e a new creature in Christ Jesus. Since then I 


t and God’s Word. 


t alone is the answer to Christian Science be- 
Christ acknowledged that man is not only mind, 
ody. Sickness is not to be scorned because a per- 
not thought correctly, but should arouse our 
sion as it did the compassion of Christ. Neither 

unreal, for Christ said, “That ye may know os 
Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins” 
9:6). As for the animal magnetism which the 
mn Scientist fears, there is no reference to it in 


rd of God. 


hrist is the answer to the mental eiremttic’ of 
s hy, because in Him “Are hid all the treasures 
dom. and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). Books on 


terms, but the Word of God is simple, telling, 
‘in story form, God’s way for us to live. 


ist is the answer to Numerology because it is not 
ame, but His name which is important. We pray 
#’s name and some day we will discard our 
acause in eternity we will be given a new name 


7 is the answer to Palmistry because when we 
child of God we know our future is not de- 
fom ue of our hands, but in the fact 


‘they should believe a lie” (II Thessalonians 2: 10-1 


faced the false teachings of the cults in the light, 


ophy lead one through a mental labyrinth, full of — 


that “Even the days that were ordained for me, whe 
as yet there was none of them” (Psalm 139:16 A.R.V.), 
and that “He hath chosen us in Him before the founda- 
tion of the world” (Ephesians 1: 4). be 

Christ is the answer to Astrology because “Thus saith 
the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen and be n 
dismayed at the signs of heaven” (Jeremiah 10:2). In 
the days of my girlhood, if the stars were wrong, 
faced the day with fear. Now I face each day with con: 
fidence, knowing that it is secure in Him. 

Christ is the answer to Spiritualism, not because. w 
have received a message from the dead, but becaus 
death has been conquered by One who died and ros 
again, by One who said, “I am the resurrection and 
life” (John 11:25). 

I thank Christ for freeing me from the imunnbo. tute 
of heathen cults. It is a relief to get up in the mornin; 
and know that my name, the stars, animal magneti 
and not even the lines on my hands can affect me | 
cause “If the Son therefore shall make you aie 
shall be free indeed” (John 8: 36). 

Let it not be said of you, “Because they received . 
the love of the truth, that they might be saved . 
this cause God shall send them strong delusions 


but rather, “He that heareth my word, and believet 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall 
not come into condemnation: but is passed from death 
unto life” (John 5:24). 


(Copies of the above tract may be procured fron 
author, Dorothy C. Haskin, 25734 Glen Green, Hol 
wood 28, California.) : 


| : 
YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 
Bulletins for use on YOUTH pues are — | 


ee ates pages are Bia for your order « 0 
service and on 3 


who has been active in Luther League and other a 
aga such as Souene or 4-H, and if nae have al 


write to the Youth Office, Route 2, Blair, Nebraska 
Applications must be in the Youth Office by Ana 
1, 1957. fl 

The beautiful three-color Convention poster was |} 
designed by Mr. Jo Baasch, art student at Dana |} 
College with technical advice from Pastor Wut 
Thomsen, Dana art instructor. ; 


“THE TRUTH WILL MAKE YOU FREE” 
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BROKEN THINGS 


He came to mend earth’s broken 
“i things, 
That Carpenter of old: 

men’s broken 


God’s broken law; 
hearts; 
And broken dreams untold. 


_ I often wonder where it stood, 
That home of long ago; 

my Was it beside the great highway 
gwhere crowds passed to and fro? 


" “Watching the burdened oxen pass, 
He fashioned “easy” yokes— 

And resting places, sure and strong, 
or all the weary folks. 


: ’m. sure the door stood open wide, 
‘And near the children played; 
They loved that wondrous Carpenter— 
None ever were afraid 


To bring their broken toys to Him 
“They knew as their dear Friend; 


___ asked, 
“Good Master, canst Thou mend?” 


v 
| 


He came to mend earth’s 
me things, ‘ 

To rest each weary soul; 
His body broken on the cross— 
Broken. to make us whole. 


broken 


—Author Unknown 


FACES 


I wonder why God gave a face 
Such weakness, strength, such power 
and grace; 
OW Thy every wish and dream and 
2 _ thought 

Lives on within its meshes caught? 


i ad 

Why is each mood and 
_ phase 

AL. uaid bare, for careless eyes to gaze: 
y: And hopes and fears of other days 
‘Leave marks that time may not efface? 


Ba human art contrive to make 

A mask that can obliterate, 

This strange, mysterious, living power 
‘That pales, and dims when storm- 
Ai - clouds lower, 

Or shines a beacon in life’s maze, 
benediction and in praise. 


; human cunning to explain 
Or hide it, is impossible, vain— 
For faces like true mirrors do 
B eflect the soul—the me to you. 


— 


So turning to my God I scan 

His mind that wrought this ruthless 
4 BoP en. 

He stamped His image on my face 
That I may grow in strength and 
_ grace 


ere yey red My oF uF peas! Ha 


ELD eben de eae Be eh ar 1 He Nh me 


BY THE FIRESIDE 
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They watched His loving smile and - 


changing | 


Wea 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN ‘S 


— 11} 1 Hit Ht Tt UT 


—— [|] ||| |) || | 1) rT —"—1—— hh tN 
Both now and in eternity. There are other types ; 
1 


That He may live and grow in me. 
—World Christian Digest 


IF OUR BIBLES COULD SPEAK 


I AM A BIBLE placed in a hotel 
by the Gideons. Sometimes I won- 
der why I am here, because I am sel- 
dom opened and read. My room is 
nice and clean and people of all 
kinds, great and small, rich and poor, 
old and young, stay here. Some come 
in tired and weary and need help and 
rest. Wouldn’t you think they would 


open the Bible and read where it 


says, “I will both lay me down in 
peace and sleep: for thou, Lord, only 
makest me dwell in safety”? I know 
they would rest better; but my pages 
usually remain closed. I wonder how 
much dust is on their Bible at home 
—or do they have one? 


Concerning Our Daily Needs 

In the morning, do they read in 
the 91st Psalm before they go fur- 
ther on their journey where it says, 
“For He shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy 
ways’? No, they are more interested 
in the morning papers and the cur- 
rent news of the day. I am sure they 
would enjoy the ride better if they 
could feel they were in God’s care. 
Methinks their Bibles are dusty. 


Others come in sorrow, bringing 
their loved ones home for burial. 
How much comfort they would have 
if they would read the _ precious 
words of Jesus: “Let not your heart 
be troubled; ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me,” or, “As one whom 
his mother comforteth, so will I com- 
fort you.” The Bible goes unopened 
and they do not receive the comfort 
that means so much to those who do 
read it. 


Other persons are those who drink 
and need much help. Could they but 
open my pages and read my advice 
where it says, “Wine is a mocker, 
strong drink is raging and whoso- 
ever is deceived thereby is not wise.” 
Again the true word of God goes un- 
heeded. 


Often young married couples, full 
of joy and hope for the future, come 
as guests in my room. Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if together they would 
open the Bible and read in a Psalm, 
“Trust in the Lord and do good; and 
so shalt thou dwell in the land and 
verily thou shalt be fed,“ and decide 
with Joshua of long ago, “As for me 
and my house, we will serve the 
Lord”? The movies seem more inter- 
esting, so off they go. 


Ta ne ee 
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. Keep all their firesideal wart 


who could be mentioned, an 
are some who do read the 
but they are altogether too 
I remain from day to day 
used as a parking place for ] 
books, or toilet spec 


der if I wouldn’t bel of greater 
if I had been sent far across 
sea where people hunger and 
for the word of God. 


Concerning Our Bible Ha Di 


about the Bibles in| 
homes? Do we let them get 
because of neglect? We who) 
Christian homes, and were taug 
precious words of our Master, 
give thanks to God and help in 
ing the Bible to others. 
Today our greatest comfort 2 
Bible verses we learned as chil 
Jesus said, “Search the scrip 
so let’s not let OUR BIBLE 
dusty.—United Presbyterian — 


How 


Never put off until tomorrow’ 
you can do today. There may 
law against it by that time. 


“Conductor,” complained the 


senger, “that fellow sitting — 
is a lunatic. He’s scaring ~ 

and children. He claims he’s 
Washington.” 1" 


“‘Tll take care of that,” ‘sa 
conductor helpfully. Then he sl 
“Next stop, Mount Vernon!” 


bright, 
And flood their lives’ with peac 
light 5 
And happiness and grace. 


Hallow and strengthen every 
Guide them in all their ways. — 
Enrich the years that. hurry by 
With dearly treasured memory 
To sweeten all their days. 


Ligthen their isbors with a S01 g, 
Their troubles with a prayel 
Let love be deep and hearts © 
strong, 9 
Paths of compansionship be } lo a 
For home folks every wheres i 


Life Is a Gigantic Puzzle 

(Continued from page 1) 

“you ever sat at a table with 
cattered blocks of an intricate 

puzzle before you? You as- 
hat they fit together. Getting 
is the problem. You search for 
hat fit, that belong, that make 
de by side. 
nany ways, life is like a gigantic 
‘Life has its bits and portions, 
Ss and days, its varying experi- 
‘ood fortune and bad, its physi- 
ychological and spiritual  di- 
ons. We don’t know how the 
fit, or whether they fit at all. 
times things click, the diverse 
S fit together and make sense, 
have a feeling of at-homeness 
curity, a feeling of being in 
nd of the situation. But often 
ader if life makes sense at all. 
of us has escaped the despair 
sense of lostness that results 
we just can’t make heads or 
of life. 


. world is mysterious. No one 
s what a grain of sand is, or all 
‘properties, or why it behaves as 
. We know a great deal more 
ow it acts and re-acts, but much 
bout why. Everywhere there are 
ries. We measure time, but no 
nows what it is. We all enjoy the 
ts of light but the physicist must 
aradoxes to explain what it is. 
is man? Where can one point 
: “There is man’? 

a does not live by certainties. 
lows little, if anything, for sure. 
only thing he knows for sure 
t he doesn’t know everything a- 
anything. 

vitably we are led to a conclu- 
ve live by faith, by assumptions, 
ses and hunches, by unproven 
ates. 

’*s position is thus a precarious 
is man, not God. He is crea- 
not the Creator. His flaunted 
ledge is but a drop in the bucket 
finite wisdom. Everything he 
s; and says, he knows and says 
a vantagepoint. No one can es- 
accepting some stance, some 
ption regarding that which is 
ste. 
the midst of all of this the 
jan lives out his life and seeks 
eaning just as any other person. 
confronted with mystery like all 
2 Life is a jig-saw puzzle for 
00. He is no better than anyone 
He doesn’t know more than 
; He lives by a faith, a series 
proven but tremendously mean- 
surmises about life and this 
se. He bets his life on them. 
1e past 2000 years millions have 
‘them fruitful. Let me suggest 
of these which are at the heart 
y He 


of the Christian world view. 

1, There is a plan, and back of it a 
Planner. The cosmos is a cosmos, not 
a chaos. The universe is a universe, 
not a blind, swirling, irrelevant com- 
bination of mass and energy. Things 
fit together, somehow. The Creator- 
Planner has design and purpose in 
it all. The universe is going some- 
where. The world has an end or pur- 
pose. There was a beginning; there 
will be an end and there is an event 
between B. C. and A. D. which gives 
meaning to the whole. 

2. At the heart of the cosmos is one 
who cares, a Father-like God. We are 
made in his image for high and holy 
purposes. He is creating us and help- 
ing us to become his sons. “The whole 
creation is on tiptoe to see the won- 
derful sight of the sons of God com- 
ing into their own.” God is for us, 
not against us. He is helping us to 
become what he meant us to be. He 
loves us with an incomprehensible 
love that will not let us go. Nothing, 
absolutely nothing, can separate us 
from the love of God as revealed and 
demonstrated in Jesus Christ our 
Lord! God was in Him, reaching out, 
reconciling the world unto Himself. 

3. The best key to the mystery of 
life is revealed in God’s activity in 
Jesus Christ Here we get more and 
better insight into the mysteries that 
surround us than anywhere else. Nevin 
Harner says: “If we want to know 
what God is like, we turn to Jesus. 
If we want to know what we should 
be like, we turn to Jesus. If we want 
to know the meaning of life, we turn 
to Jesus.” Nels Ferre holds that in 
Jesus Christ we get the best clue in- 
to the meaning of life, time, history, 
evil, reality, suffering and death. 

Christ didn’t tell us anything a- 
bout atomic energy or population 
problems or economic affairs, but he 
does serve as an integrative clue to 
life’s ultimate questions. This purpose 


BIBLE STUDY AT HOME 


Beginners Study Groups 
Advanced Students 


Salvation Made Plain 
Two Courses FREE 


(to individuals) 


Life At Its Best 


Many other courses available in 
attractively bound lesson books 
at a nominal cost. 


For information write: 


THE 

LUTHERAN BIBLE INSTITUTE 
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Minneapolis 4, Minnesota 


he serves. He is the keystone of the 
arch, 


In an interlocking puzzle only one 
piece will move. Move this and all of 
them fall apart. Retain this and all — 
cohere. Paul said this of Christ: 
Him all things cohere.” Rightly and 
properly, time splits in half around 
the Christ event. He is the clue to 
life! 


4. In seme way all things work to- 


‘Ta 


; s 


gether for good—tit into a pattern for — rs 


good—for those who love God and 


. 


commit themselves to him. Paul says 


& 


it thusly: We know that to those who ae 
love God, who are called according + 


to His Plan, everything that happens | ‘ wif 


fits into a pattern for good. 


These four things we believe. We — 


cannot prove them in any demon- 


strable scientific sense but they pro- — 
vide the best foundation stones on FS 


which to build our lives, and the. best C 


light to find our way through the im-— 
penetrable mysteries with which we 
must live. 
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LINOTYPE OPERATOR wanted. 
Call Blair 2233 or write to Lu- 
theran Publishing House, 200 


South 5th Street, Blair, Nebraska. © i 
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can participate in LB’s Living Benefits. 
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Chil- ; 
dren’s ‘School General Home 


Bluffs, la., Our Savior’s Luth. ‘Church 
hibon, Ia., Our Sav. Luth. Ladies Aid : 
Nazareth Luth. Church 100. 12.00 814.00 

'S) ‘ 3.00 _ 21.00 
np Douglas, Wis., St. Stephen’s Luth. Church 3 3 ‘ 42.00 
plehurst, Nebr., Our Saviour’s Luth, Church E | -43]] 7 63.00 
ra, Ia., Exira’ Luth. Church from members of the church in memory of : : 7 
Mr. Arnold Christ $21, Mrs. Anna (Christoffersen $1, and Mrs. Mary Thy- 
gesen $4 

osha, Wis., St. Mary’s ‘Ev. Luth. Church .. 

sha, Wis., St. Mahy’s Luth. 8S. 8. 

ier, Calif., St. Andrew Luth. Church 

_Nebr., First Luth. Church 
cago, lll, Atonement Luth. Church ......... seneaeys sobenns ; 
org, So. Dak., Bethany Willing Workers in memo 


r Groves, Mo., Bethany Ev. Luth, Church 
Nebr., Synodical Women’s Missionary Society Silver Anniversary Gifts, 
) from Our Savior’s Luth. Ladies Aid, Camp Douglas, Wis. ; $19.25 St.}... 
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m, Calif., Immanuel Ev. Luth. Church ..... 


151.85) .... 
42.00 


LSA. ene +. |889317.00||19404.00/143033.00/32103.00|70662.00] 780 
-'| 100 Pet. |] .06 AQ. of 10 


J 


Foreign 1956 : , 
= Missiens Luth. South : 
CIAL MISSIONS ) h _ Total (WhereMost World Amer. Japan Santal Sudan J. 
‘ R Received Needed) Action Mission Mission Mission Mission M 
sly acknowledged (February 2, 1957) : 


_ 2, 18 Deets eeeeeeeeeeesetenente __ 8919.16][ 1463.11] 1037.37] 1096.7 
bon, Ia., Our Saviour’s Ev. Luth. Church Bs, iene ie: - d 


e; eed Bethesda Luth..Chureh for Pastor Morck’s salar 
or. Jo. 
‘ook, Me., Trinity Luth. Church in memory of Mr. Harry 
erson from a group of friends” : : f 
Douglas, Wis., St. Stephen’s Luth. Church . 
Wa.,° St. Paul Luth. °S. .S. : 
lehurst, (Nebr., Our Saviour’s Luth. Church 
Be, Wis., St. Mary’s Luth. Ss. S 
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rethsemane Luth. W.M.S., Racine, Wis. 
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957. Let us hold these sights 
aat 1957 will be a year of 
md great blessings to us all.” 


anuary PATS was a great day 
ort history of Trinity United 
Church. In the morning 
members were formally ac- 
to the congregation. They 
1 as far east as Europe and 
west as Vancouver. 


vening the’ Luther League 
very fine concert of sacred 
Miss Karen Olsen of Cal- 
e featured soloist, accom- 
he Hammond by Mr. Hel- 


is, one of Calgary’s lead- 
being sixth grade medal- 


H tels. ‘Assoc. Scholarship en- 


‘is Miss Olsen’s singing a- 
y¥ commendable but so is her 
witness. Three years ago Miss 
s stricken with polio, com- 
ralyzing both her legs, and 
to conduct all her activi- 
-wheel-chair. Prior to her 
ie was completing her first 
ining as a nurse. 


the “new members were hon- 

a ‘social hour with lunch, 
a arty welcome was extended 
by the president of the con- 
Mr. Herman Scheatzle, fol- 
few well chosen words of 
direction, to both new and 
bers, by Rev. O. Larsen of 
sutheran Church in Dickson. 


2s out of town guests in- 
uther League from Dick- 
1 friends from Olds, and Cal- 


owa, Pastor Lyle Paulsen. 
stor’ Paulsen was absent to 
pecial meetings in Nebraska, 
ur congregation took part 
orning worship service and 
most interesting short talks: 
Speaks To Us,” by Luther 
* anet. Burmeister; “Getting 
Out of Our Bibles by Reading 
‘V.,” business man—s. S. 
arles De Vries; “Getting 
+t of Our Bibles in the 
wife—S: S. teacher Mrs. 
‘and “Other Ways of 
e ost Our of Our Bibles Bae 
id orgie Mrs. - Alvina 


raised to greater commit- 


last year and awarded the © 


to six weeks vat the Banff | 


the ‘musical ee in the 


Grave ont half of our ponereection 
pledged to read a Bible Book-of-the- 
Month when we established this plan 
in November, and many more are try- 
ing who did not want to sign a prom- 
ise they might not be able to keep. 


The pastor’s report for 1956 showed 
that there were 30 baptisms including 
4 adults, 25 confirmations including 8 
adults, and that 14 adults and 9 chil- 
dren became members through let- 
ters of transfer. On the other hand 20 
adults moved from Harlan and joined 
other churches, and 8 members were 
lost through death. We can see that 
we need to work harder in all church 
endeavors, both spiritual and material. 
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Our Couples’ Club is calling their 
evening meeting “The Family  Fire- — 
side.’ While the young children are i 
entertained over in the Parish House, 
the parents study and discuss topics 
of interest. The first of these studies 
had to do with “Helping Children 
Through Books,” led by Mrs. Obrecht. | 
Dutch lunch was enjoyed by all at 
an early hour on a Sunday evening. 


Wanted by Bethel Home for the 
Aged, Selma, Calif., woman for 
general housework and assisting 
in caring for the guests. Must 
live in. Room, board, laundry || 
and salary furnished.—Or would jj] 
consider middle-aged couple; 
man to assist with yard work. 
Position open about March 15th, | 
If interested, write to Walter jf} 
Hansen, 2280 Dockery, Selma, |f| 
California. 


A. J. Hansen 
Chairman 

Bethel Home Board 
1541 Mill Street 
Selma, California 


mation.” 


—Editor Georg Strandvold in. ‘Decorah-Posten” 
“_an excellent gift throughout the whole year.” 
68 —Editor Paul Wikman in “Kirke og Folk.” 


pages with OVER ONE HUNDRED pictures. 
Only one dollar, postpaid. Order from 


LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
200 South Fifth Street 
Blair, Nebraska 


Dansk Nytaar 1957 


“It serves a unique and interesting 
function, and its writers and _ its 
editor have presented a variety of 
fresh, tasteful and absorbing con- 
tributions.” 

—Editor Verner Hansen in 
“LUTHERAN TIDINGS” 
“One is tempted to say that this 
annual gets better and better each 
year . 


DANSK NYTAAR poems, 
which both strengthens one’s faith, 


1957. informs, edifies and entertains de- 
serves thousands of readers . . 


“DANSK NYTAAR 1957” ought to find its way into every home 
where the Danish language is read.” 

_—Editor Peter Guldbrandsen in “Den danske Pioneer” 
“To a greater extent than perhaps any previous Danish- 
American publication it brings joy, entertainment and infor- 


Cozy stories, beautiful 
edifying articles. A book 
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Journey to Easter 
By Laurence N. Field 


“The march to Calvary was a march of tears,” says the 
writer. “But it was also a march of triumph.” The motif of 
victory weaves through this entire book. There are 46 read- 
ings, one for each day of Lent, and for the six Sundays be- 
fore Easter. The style is simple, and warmly personal; the 
mood is reverent, worshipful. And each day’s sermonette— 
with supplement of poetry, prayer, and hymn _text—points 
unerringly to the triumph of the open tomb. Fine inspira- 
tional reading for all laymen. as well as pastors. (A-5) 


Cloth Cover. 160 pages. $2.00 (Postage 12c) 


Sermons on the Passion of Christ 
By Martin Luther 


For the first time in many years some of the famous Len- 
ten sermons of the great reformer are once more available in 
an English translation. The original translation of this vol- 
ume was made over seventy years ago and has been out of 
print for a great many years. Both laymen and pastors will 
find this revised edition helpful and stimulating as an im- 
portant part of their Lenten reading. The translators, Prof. 
E. Smid and J. T. Isensee have indeed performer a service 
in permitting today’s readers to “dwell” with Martin Luther 
in a further study of the passion of Christ through some of 
his sermons. 224 pages. (A-6) $2.50 (Postage 12c) 


Consider Him 
By Oliver Wyon 


These three meditations on Christ’s Passion have as their 
specific subjects the supreme moments of his life—the Up- 
per Room, the Garden of Gethsemane, and the Cross. Writ- 
ten especially for Lenten use, the meditations are prefaced 
by a brief introduction on meditation in general during Lent, 
and conclude with two suggested “acts of Worship.” The 
book derives its title from the injunction to turn our minds 
to Christ in meditation—to consider him instead of our- 
selves. With each meditation is included an appropriate ref- 
erence for Bible reading and some excellent and unusual 
prayers. (A-1) 


Cloth Cover. 64 pages. $1.00 (Postage 8c) 


~ 


Facing the Cross | 


These messages are written by pastors of the American 
Lutheran Church. Thirteen well written contributions, many 
with a unique approach such as: The Small People Around 
the Cross; And This is God; Seven Sorrows of Our Lord; The 


- Faces of Death; God in the Hands of Man; and others. (W-89) 


$2.50 (Postage 8c) 


Pupusnine House 
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then fall back on his faith: 
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PRESCRIPTION FOR AN? 
Leslie D. Weatherhead. This 
help for persons suffering : 
ses of the kind common 
Weatherhead approaches the 
mental suffering from a t 
common-sense point of view; h 
sizes that the sufferer must fai 
and root out the causes of 


plete trust in God and 
power to effect the cure. (A- 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED TC 
Conrad Bergendoff. Stirred by ~ 
ion that Lutherans today have: 


ly merged to form a lectur 
The separate considerations 


Man,” 
Spirit.” (A-6) 
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SEVEN WORDS FROM 1 
by Ralph G. Turnbull. The \ 
the Cross ring with striking 
as the author views the v. 
Christ, interpreting anew the | 
of the Cross in the revelation « 
sin and God’s love. “In the se¥ 
ings are found meanings wh 
all other thoughts,” Dr. Tur 
claims in this fresh approa 
victorious utterances of our 


z 
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THE SCHOOL OF CALVA 

H. Jowett. At Calvary, the reac 
beholds anew God’s love 
Christ’s suffering, is prom 
and reverence, and is e 
spired—strengthened in fa 
to greater devotion. Here is ins 
al reading and illustrative me 
most admirably meet your ne 
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